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Music development plan summary: 
Edward Bryant School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2026-2027 

Date this summary was published 09/2026 

Date this summary will be reviewed 09/2027 

Name of the school music lead Laura Field 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Rebecca Misselbrook 

Name of local music hub  West Sussex Music 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

N/A 

 

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

At Edward Bryant School, we want every child to enjoy music, feel confident, and 

build strong foundations that will help them progress as they move through school. 

We follow the Model Music Curriculum, and our lessons focus on the fundamentals 

of music, with a clear sense of progression so pupils can master key skills over 

time. 

What Children Learn 

In music lessons, children take part in a range of activities, including: 

• Singing 

• Playing instruments 

• Listening to and discussing music 

• Composing and improvising 

• Learning musical notation and key vocabulary 
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We believe that early musical skills are essential, as they help children gain 

confidence and develop a deeper understanding of music as they grow. 

All children take part in whole class music lessons lasting 30–60 minutes. These 

lessons run for three half terms each year, ensuring every pupil receives a strong 

and consistent musical experience. 

 

Music also appears in other subjects to support learning. For example, in Spanish, 

children use singing to develop vocabulary, pronunciation, and confidence with the 

language. In Year 5 English, pupils create and perform a rap based on A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, helping them to explore the text in a creative and 

memorable way. In PE, musical pieces are used as inspiration for dance and 

movement work. 

 

Inclusion and Support for SEND 

We are committed to ensuring that music is accessible to all pupils, including 

disabled pupils and those with SEND. Our teachers use adapted resources, multi-

sensory activities, and flexible approaches to participation. We work closely with 

the Lighthouse, the Harbour, and the Bay, our SEND provisions, to ensure that 

musical opportunities are integrated into lessons and tailored to each child’s 

needs. In addition, one of our music coordinators, who is a music specialist, 

regularly visits these provisions to lead choir sessions and a range of musical 

activities, helping all children to engage with and enjoy music. 

Awards and Opportunities 

As children progress, they can take part in additional musical opportunities, such 

as: 

• School music certificates and celebrations 

• Instrumental lessons (including brass, violin, guitar, drums) 

• Performances in school and local events 

These experiences help build confidence and celebrate children’s achievements. 
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Full details of what is taught in each year group can be found in our Music 

Progression Documents, which outline the skills, knowledge, vocabulary and 

activities children learn as they move through school. 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Alongside our core curriculum, we offer a rich range of musical activities that 

allow pupils to explore their interests, develop their confidence, and progress on 

their musical journey. 

We offer a wide variety of co-curricular clubs so that children can sing, play 

instruments and make music together. These include: 

• Recorder Club 

• Ukulele Club 

• Guitar Club 

• Music Ensemble 

• School Choir  

All clubs are inclusive and open to all pupils, regardless of previous musical 

experience. 

Children also have the option to join an iRock band, rehearsing weekly under the 

guidance of a specialist band coach. Pupils work together on real rock and pop 

songs and perform in end of term concerts. As part of the programme, pupils 

receive an exam-free RSL qualification, celebrating their progress and 

performance skills.  

Our choir rehearses weekly and welcomes all children who wish to take part. A 

highlight of the year is the ‘Big Sing’, where our pupils join children from local 

secondary schools and other local primary schools in a large-scale performance. 
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This community event provides an opportunity to sing as part of a mass choir, 

develop performance skills, and build links with the wider community. 

In addition to choir rehearsals, children take part in weekly singing assemblies. 

• KS2 assemblies include an “open mic” section, giving pupils the opportunity 

to perform for their peers in a safe, supportive setting. 

• We also offer unique KS2 Spanish singing assemblies, helping children enjoy 

language learning through music. 

Instrumental Lessons and Specialist Support 

We are proud to have a strong partnership with the West Sussex Music Hub, 

which provides specialist teachers for 1:1, paired, small group, or whole-class 

instrumental lessons during the school day. Lessons are available on a variety of 

instruments and cater for all levels, from beginners to advanced players. 

To ensure access for all, tuition fees are subsidised for pupils eligible for Pupil 

Premium, so that financial barriers do not prevent children from learning an 

instrument. 

Our Year 4 pupils take part in a whole-class ukulele programme for a term, 

receiving weekly lessons led by a specialist teacher to develop core instrumental 

and ensemble skills. 

We have also recently introduced drum lessons, delivered by a visiting music 

specialist who comes into school weekly to teach pupils from Years 1 to 6. This 

additional provision complements our partnership with the West Sussex Music 

Hub and broadens the range of musical opportunities available to our pupils. 

Pupils have many opportunities throughout the year to share their music, both 

individually and as part of ensembles. Edward Bryant School is committed to 

ensuring that every child has the opportunity to develop their musical learning 

further and discover what they can achieve. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 
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Music is an important part of our school culture, and we provide many 

opportunities for pupils to share their talents and experience the wider world of 

music. 

Assemblies and Visiting Musicians 

Daily assemblies include musical themes linked to our school values. Weekly singing 

assemblies introduce children to a wide range of songs, including two-part 

harmonies and Spanish songs. 

We also welcome visiting musicians so pupils can see live music in action. Musicians 

from the Chichester Concert Band supported our Year 4 pupils during their 

Christmas carols, creating a memorable experience for all. 

School Shows and Performances 

Pupils take part in a variety of performances throughout the year: 

• Early Years and Year 2 Christmas nativity plays 

• Year 1 and Year 4 Carol concerts 

• Opportunities to share instrumental skills during music lessons 

• Year 5 and 6 end of year productions (e.g., A Midsummer Night’s Dream,  

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang)  

• Choir performances at community events such as carol singing, Christmas 

light switch-ons, Easter celebrations and summer concerts 

• Termly iRock concerts and termly performance concerts for pupils learning 

instruments through the West Sussex Music Hub and our drum tuition 

programme, providing opportunities to perform to the school community and 

parents 

Our annual Edward Bryant’s Got Talent is another highlight, giving pupils a fun 

platform to showcase their skills. 

Trips and Cultural Enrichment 

We enrich children’s cultural experiences through: 

• Visits to the Butlins Christmas pantomime 
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• Theatre trips to the Chichester Festival Theatre 

• Performances from groups such as The Rainbow Theatre 

These experiences help children see music and performance as part of a wider 

cultural world. 

A Musical School Identity 

We are proud of our strong musical identity. Edward Bryant School has its own 

school song, and our pupils take part in local and national competitions. We won 

first place in the V2 Radio Music Competition and have participated in The 

National School Song Competition. In addition, pupils had the exciting opportunity 

to visit the V2 Radio studios and perform live on air, showcasing their musical 

talents to a wider audience. These experiences help to build confidence, develop 

performance skills, and inspire a lifelong love of music. 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

• To continue to meet the expectations of the new curriculum. We will focus 

on firm foundations, clear progression, and mastery of core skills, 

prioritising depth before breadth. Music learning is cumulative, and children 

progress best when early skills are secure. 

• To research, develop and implement a consistent approach to assessing 

music in every year group. 

• To invite more visiting musicians and music providers to enrich pupils’ 

experiences and expose them to a wide range of musical styles and career 

pathways, including Next Gen Music, where pupils can learn DJ skills. 

• To continue to utilise staff musical expertise to inspire pupils and enhance 

classroom practice. Music coordinators will share new ideas and approaches 

through CPD sessions, including key learning and best practice from the 

West Sussex Music Conference 2026. 

 


