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Edward Bryant School recognise the value of providing a wide range of experiences 
to enrich and extend pupils’ learning and to contribute to their personal development. 
The school aims to promote and provide such experiences for the pupils of the school, 
both as part of a broad and balanced curriculum and as additional optional activities. 

However, many of these activities have an associated cost and cannot be provided 
unless voluntary contributions are received or parents are charged for the cost. 

This policy will set out the circumstances in which charges will or will not be made for 
school activities and when charges may be waived in order to ensure that all pupils 
have an equal opportunity to benefit from school visits, curricular and extra-curricular 
activities. 

Statement 

The policy complies with the requirements of the Education Act 

1996. Where ‘parent’ is referred to this will include adults with a responsibility for the 

pupil. 

1 Activities for which a charge may be made 

1.1 No charge is made for admission to the school, or for any activities which 
form part of the national curriculum. 

1.2 We may charge for books and materials that the parent wishes the child to 
keep (the cost will be made clear to the parents before charging), for optional 
extras (section 2), wilful damage (section 4) or for some elements of residential 
visits (section 5). 

1.3 Where a charge is made, some pupils may be eligible for remission from 
the cost (section 6). 

1.4 Where activities stretch beyond the requirements of the national curriculum 
we may request voluntary contributions to help meet costs, in line with the 
details set out in section 7 below. 

2 Optional Extras 

2.1 The school may charge for optional extras. 

2.2 “Optional extras” are any form of education provided outside of school time 
that is not part of the National Curriculum or part of religious education, 
including any related board or lodging. 
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2.3 Any charge made in respect of individual pupils will not exceed the actual 
cost of providing the optional extra activity, divided equally by the number of 
pupils participating. In no circumstances will there be an element of subsidy 
required for any pupils wishing to participate in the activity whose parents are 
unwilling or unable to pay the full charge (section 1). 

2.4 Participation in any optional extra activity will be on the basis of parental 
choice and a willingness to pay the charges. 

2.5 The school will need to have the agreement of parents before organising 
the provision of an optional extra where charges will be made. 

3 Music Tuition 

3.1 Edward Bryant School does not offer, or charge for, music tuition beyond 
that provided through the whole school curriculum to all pupils. 

3.2 Parents may choose to enter into a contract with an external music tuition 
provider for lessons which take place during the school day. 

4 Lost equipment, damage to property and breakages 

4.1 Where school property or equipment has been lost or wilfully damaged by 
a student or parent, the school may charge those responsible for some or all of 
the cost of repair or replacement. 

4.2 Where property belonging to a third party has been damaged by a pupil, 
and the school has been charged, the school may charge some or all of the 
cost to those responsible. 

4.3 Whether or not these charges will be made will be decided by the Head 
Teacher. 

5 Residential visits 

5.1  We do not charge for 

• education provided on any visit that takes place during school hours  

• education provided on any visit that takes place outside school hours if 
it is part of the National Curriculum, or part of religious education  

• supply teachers to cover for those teachers who are absent from school 
accompanying pupils on a residential visit  

• travel costs where the residential activity is classed as being within 
school hours 
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7.1 The school may ask for voluntary contributions to the school for general 
funds and/or to fund activities that will enrich our pupil’s education such as 
school visits linked to the curriculum studies. 

7.2 The contributions requested will not exceed the total cost of the activities 
and transport to and from them, with actual costs divided equally between the 
number of pupils. 

7.3 There is no obligation for a parent or carer to make any contribution and 
children will not be treated differently in any case. 

7.4 In any case where an activity cannot be afforded without voluntary funding, 
this will be made clear to the parents by the school. If the activity is cancelled, 
all monies paid will be returned to parents. 

7.5 When a parent has made a voluntary contribution, it is not refundable if the 
child cannot attend, or the parent chooses not to send their child (e.g. due to 
illness, other absence from school or any other reason). 

 

8 Inability or unwillingness to pay 

8.1 Edward Bryant School is committed to ensuring fair access and treatment 
of all pupils, and this means ensuring that no child is excluded from an activity 
because the parents or carers of that child are unwilling or unable to pay. 

8.2 If there is insufficient funding for an activity then it will be cancelled. The 
identity of the child or parents of the child who did not want to make the 
payment, or could not make the payment, will not be disclosed under any 
circumstances. 

 


