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This document sets out Edward Bryant School’s policy for managing the safe and 
appropriate uses of mobile and smart technology in school. 

1 Overarching Principles 

1.1 As a school, we provide an appropriate range of devices on which pupils can 
access the internet and other resources under appropriate supervision. As a 
result, there is no educational requirement for pupils to have any device of their 
own. 

1.2 In partnership with parents, we aim to provide an environment in which pupils 
can be free of the additional risks of peer pressure, anxiety and social exclusion 
which can be created by use of mobile and smart devices. 

1.3 Adults, including staff, are responsible for their own safe and appropriate use of 
devices, but should do so mindful of the impact on school culture. 

1.4 The definition of ‘smart devices’ includes any device which is capable of 
connection to the world wide web, or of downloading apps such as social media. 
This includes mobile phones, tablets, gaming devices, smart watches and fitness 
trackers. 

1.5 The principles in this policy apply whilst in the school building and on the school 
grounds, as well as school trips, visits, sporting events and residentials, unless 
express permission is granted from the Headteacher. 

 
2 Pupil’s use of devices 

 
2.1 Pupils are not permitted to bring or use a smart device into school, including 

anywhere on the school grounds. 
2.2 In cases where pupils travel to/from school independently (in Years 5 and 6), 

pupils are permitted to bring in a mobile phone.  Such devices must be switched 
off on arrival at the external school gates, and must be handed into the class 
teacher on arrival to class at the start of the day.  These will be stored by the class 
teacher and then returned to the pupil upon dismissal at the end of the day. 

2.3 Parents of Year 5 & 6 pupils, who travel to/from school independently, and who 
wish their child to have a mobile phone with them must complete a mobile 
phone registration form, prior to the child bringing the device into school. 

2.4 While the school does not control or monitor pupils’ access to devices outside of 
the school grounds, it remains mindful of its responsibility to ensure the 
wellbeing and safety of all pupils. If at any time any member of staff becomes 
aware of use of technology which might put a pupil at risk, they will advise the 
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school’s designated safeguarding lead, who will take appropriate actions in line 
with the trust’s safeguarding and child protection policies and/or behaviour 
policy. 
 

3 Exceptional cases 

3.1  There may be exceptional cases for the need for a device including 
SEND/Disability (eg. for communicating) and for medical purposes (eg. linking to 
a diabetes pump or monitor), then these will be approved by the headteacher, in 
line with the child’s Health Care Plan.  The conditions of their safe and 
appropriate use, whilst in school will be agreed between the school and parents. 

3.2 In the case of families where a smart device needs to be transferred between 
two family households during the week, then parents are to contact the school 
who will make appropriate arrangements on the process for the handover and 
storage of the smart device.  They must not be stored in school bags, lockers or 
cloakrooms. 

 

4 Damage to property and breakages 

4.1 The school cannot be held responsible for any loss, theft or damage to any item 
brought into school, including those permitted under this policy. In the case of 
bringing approved devices, families are advised to consider appropriate 
insurance for such circumstances. 

4.2 Families are advised to label any item being brought into school so that its 
ownership can be easily identified. 

 

5 Searches and confiscation 

5.1 All ‘smart’ devices, including mobile phones are considered prohibited items 
under the school’s behaviour policy.  

5.2 If the school suspects a child has a prohibited device in their possession, the pupil 
will be asked in the first instance, to hand it in or to empty their bag or locker. 

5.3 Staff have the power to search a pupil.  Such searches will only be carried out 
under the direction of the headteacher (or senior leadership team in their 
absence), and in accordance with the guidance on searches, screening and 
confiscation provided by the DfE. 

5.4 In the event that a prohibited item is found, it will be confiscated, and returned 
only to an adult with parental responsibility for the pupil. 
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6 Staff use of devices 

6.1 We recognise that mobile and smart devices can be appropriate for use by staff 
in school in some circumstances. 

6.2 Staff use of any device should be in line with the academy trust’s acceptable use 
policy at the time. 

6.3 Any member of staff bringing a device onto site and/or making use of such a 
device is responsible for its use in line with this and other trust policies. Staff 
should take appropriate steps to secure devices (such as passwords or 
biometric security) to ensure that no unauthorised use can be made of 
personal devices. 

6.4 Staff are not expected to use personal devices in the course of working directly 
with pupils. In agreed circumstances, staff may make use of personal devices to 
record photographs in line with the trust’s policy (including consent from the 
headteacher).  

 

 

7 Volunteers and other visitors 

7.1 The school asks that visitors to the site do not make any use of mobile devices 
while visiting the school. 

7.2 Visitors and volunteers are expressly forbidden from taking any photographs 
while on school grounds, except with the consent of the headteacher. 

7.3 If visitors working for other agencies require access to services such as email, 
web-resources, etc., then it is expected that these will be accessed by an 
appropriate work device belonging to the visitor’s employer. In all other cases, 
access should be only with the consent of the headteacher. 
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