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SEN Information Report September 2026

At Edward Bryant School, our ‘SEN information report’ aims to provide you with information about
how we meet the needs of the children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities.

The Assistant Head for Inclusion and Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator is Mr Graham
Oakford. Throughout the school there are three further teachers that hold the Special Educational
Need qualification, Mrs Osborne, Mr Whitby and Miss Kemp

Overview of SEN Provision

Edward Bryant is a mainstream school with approximately 630 pupils. Our dedicated staff
continuously monitor and review the curriculum and wider aspects of the school to enable each
individual child to achieve their best and fulfil their potential. Through the staff’s best endeavours
every child is given equal opportunities to enable them to succeed. We also have a kS1 and KS2
enhanced classroom designed to support children with EHCPs with complex needs that have been
diagnosed with Autism or on the Pathway to diagnosis. This provision is embedded within our
inclusive ethos and supported by a highly skilled team.

Our school serves a diverse community with a high proportion of pupils eligible for Child Premium
and 50% of pupils having English as an Additional Language (EAL). We recognise the importance
of cultural sensitivity and language support in meeting the needs of our pupils and their families.

How is SEND lead and managed at Edward Bryant School

e The Assistant Head for Inclusion oversees SEND provision across all classrooms, ensuring
that inclusive practices are embedded throughout the school and manages the pastoral
team to ensure a holistic approach to supporting pupils.

e The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and Deputy DSLs (DDSL) liaise regularly with the
Assistant Head for Inclusion to ensure safeguarding and SEND are closely aligned.

e Our SENCO is responsible for the operation of the Special Needs policy and coordination of
specific provision to support individual children with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND).

e Staff liaise together to monitor child progress and plan further interventions and support
programmes where progress is slower than expected.

e Contactis made with a wide range of external agencies that are able to give more specialist
advice when required.

e The Enhanced Classrooms are led by a qualified SEN Teacher who specialises in
supporting children with complex needs. The classroom is staffed by a team of highly
skilled SEN Teaching Assistants (TAs) who deliver tailored interventions and support
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individual learning plans. This provision offers a structured, nurturing environment with
access to personalised learning and therapeutic support.

How does Edward Bryant School know if children need extra help? What provision do we
offer?

* We monitor every child’s level of attainment and rate of progress over time.

* Information from previous schools and settings is received during and after transition.

* Teaching staff raise their concerns, either academic or pastoral which are followed up by
our SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator) and Inclusion team.

* We value concerns raised by parents and carers and also pupils themselves.

* Where appropriate, we receive health diagnosis through school nurse / paediatrician.

* Other agencies supporting the child may also identify needs.

* We have an enhanced provisions called the Lighthouse and the Bay that supports children
with an EHCP and have high level complex needs.

If you have any concerns that your child might have Special Educational Needs, please speak initially to your
child’s class teacher. Following this, advice can be sought from your child’s Year Group Leader then Mr Oakford
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How will Edward Bryant School support my child?

Quality first teaching by your child’s class teacher is at the core of our provision and will be
provided as follows.

* Inclass support via class teacher or teaching assistant.

* Ifachild has needs related to more specific areas of their education, then the child may be
placed in a small focus group. This could be run by the class teacher, teaching assistant or
specialist intervention teacher. The length of time of this intervention will vary according
to need. The interventions will be regularly reviewed by all involved to ascertain the
effectiveness of the provision and to inform future planning. These interventions will be
recorded on the school’s provision map. If you have any questions regarding the range of
interventions which we run, please contact the class teacher or the SENCO.

e Class provision map or ILP (Individual learning plan) will be provided in consultation with
parents and child to identify specific targets that will be reviewed regularly for impact and
progress.

* Where appropriate Cherry Garden assessments will be used on tapestry

* If the class teacher is concerned about a child’s progress, then a more formal assessment
such as a literacy screen or speech sounds check may be completed to identify areas where
the child may need extra help.

* Regular child progress meetings are held between the Headteacher, Deputy Head, SENCO
and class teacher. The progress of the children in each class is discussed. This shared
discussion may highlight any potential difficulties in order for further support to be
planned.

* Occasionally a child may need more specialised support from an outside agency, such as a
Speech Therapist or an Occupational Therapist. A referral will be made, with parental
consent and forwarded to the most appropriate agency. After a possible series of
assessments, observations and discussions a programme of support or further advice is
usually provided for the school and parents / carers.

* Aregister is kept by the school which details the children who are currently receiving the
various types of support. This helps to highlight their additional needs to the staff working
with the child.

Who will explain this to me?
At Edward Bryant School we believe in maintaining high levels of communication with all our

parents and carers as follows:
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* We maintain an open-door policy for parents/carers and appointments can be made with
a specific member of staff as required.

* In addition, parents are invited to attend termly parent consultations where progress,
targets and any extra support that is being provided or is needed can be discussed with
your child’s class teacher.

* Pre-arranged meetings with your child’s Year Leader or Head of Family.

* Pre-arranged meetings with our SENCO.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

At Edward Bryant, we aim to provide a broad, balanced and inclusive curriculum designed to engage and motivate
children in their learning.

* Learning is differentiated by the class teacher to enable children to access the curriculum
more easily. This will include a range of strategies such as specific resources and different
methods of recording work whilst ensuring high expectations for all children.

* Teaching Assistants (TAs) may be allocated to work with the child or a small focus group to
target more specific needs.

* If a child has been identified as having more specific needs they will be placed on the
school’s SEN Support register and will be given an Individual Learning Plan (ILP). Targets
will be set according to their area of need.

These will be monitored by the class teacher regularly and by the SENCO. ILPs will be
discussed with parents and a copy will be given or sent to them, this also indicates the
ways in which they can support their child at home.

e Children with significant special educational needs may follow an individually adapted
curriculum in our enhanced classrooms — The Lighthouse/Bay class.

How will School know how my child is progressing?

As a school we continuously assess and review children’s progress.

Class teachers continuously assess each child and observe areas of strength and those for further
development.

Children’s progress is tracked from Reception through to Year 6 using a variety of different
measures including national and age-related expectations.

Children who are not making expected progress are discussed in Year Teams with the SENCO and
support team where available.
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Progress review meetings are held at least termly with members of the Senior Leadership Team.
These meetings look at why individual children are not progressing and how barriers to learning
can be removed.

If your child has an ILP (Individual Learning Plan) it will be reviewed termly or before if your child
has achieved their targets. If your child has not achieved their targets these will be adapted into
smaller steps, or a different approach may be tried to ensure your child makes progress.

How will | know how my child is progressing and the impact of any interventions they
participate in?

We communicate with parents in a variety of ways.

* Teachers are available at the end of the day.

* Parents Consultations.

* Telephone consultations.

* Meetings with the Teacher, Year lead or SENCO.

* Informal discussions and drop-in sessions.

* Annual Report.

* ILP (Individual Learning Plan) reviews.

* Annual reviews of EHCP (Educational Health Care Plan).

» School led or outside agency feedback and advice e.g., Speech and Language Therapist
following assessment on your child.

How will the school help me to support my child?

We support parents in a variety of ways. However, if you require further support, please contact your child’s class
teacher, Year group Leader, Head of Family, member of the SEN team or Senior Leadership team.

« Regular opportunities for parent/teacher discussions either face to face, phone call or
through zoom.

¢ Co-production of ILP (Individual Learning Plan) between parents/ school and child.

» Collaboration during preparation for EHCNA (Educational Health Care Needs Assessment)
and annual reviews.

» Parent workshops for supporting aspects of the curriculum e.g. Phonics or Wellbeing and
Behaviour.

* Feedback and advice following outside agency assessments.

» Sign posting parents to the local offer and introducing Parents and Carers to outside
agency support.

* Newsletters.

* Knowledge organisers and half termly overviews published on the school website and
available from the class teacher.
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How does Edward Bryant School manage the administration of medicines and providing
personal care?

The school has a Medical Lead, Mr Evans, who is available to support children who need medical
attention.

If a child has a specific medical need then a detailed Health Care Plan is compiled, often with the
support of the school nurse and in consultation with the Head teacher, parents and carers. These
are discussed with the staff who are involved with the child.

Staff receive regular epipen training and epilepsy training.

Where necessary and in agreement with parents and carers, medicines are administered in school
but only where a signed medicine consent form is in place to ensure the safety of both child and
staff member. Please contact the office staff in the first instance to make these arrangements
where required.

We have trained First Aiders in school.

What support is there for behaviour, avoiding exclusions and increasing attendance?

As a school, we have a very positive and supportive approach to all types of behaviour, with clear
reward systems. Copies of our Behaviour and Relationships policy are available for parents on our
website or parents can request a copy at the school office. If there are specific behaviour issues
then an individual behaviour or Risk Assessment plan may be drawn up. Depending on need,
support will be sought from the Fair Access Team. The school has excellent links with the Primary
advisor for inclusion. During pastoral meetings in agreement with parents children may be placed
on a reduced timetable that is reviewed regularly. This would be to enable the child to have a
successful time at school in order that mental health and self esteem are not impacted negatively.
The school works closely with alternate provisions such as ‘Forest Schools.” The school will also
signpost parents to support through the Local Offer.

Our school places a strong emphasis and value on good attendance. Attendance of every child is
monitored on a daily basis by the Office team. Lateness and absence are recorded and reported
upon to the Senior Leadership Team. Support is given though a reward scheme where good
attendance is actively encouraged throughout the school. We have weekly attendance assemblies
where good attendance is celebrated.

If there are medical needs preventing regular school attendance, the School Welfare Officer can
be involved to offer support to the family.

How will my child be able to contribute his or her views?
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Edward Bryant School has many different ways for pupils views to be heard. Depending on need
and staffing some children are provided with a Meet and Greet adult on entering school. The
school has a system of ‘Champion Chats’ where members of staff are matched with individuals.
These members of staff catch up with children during the week to provide a listening ear and
support where needed. Pupils are able to express their views on all aspects of school life. This can
be carried out through the Pupil Parliament which is an opportunity for pupils to talk about any
issues or viewpoints they would like to raise. Pupils are also consulted for their views on what
might help them if referred to an external agency such as Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) for
extra support.

What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?

Your child’s class teacher has overall responsibility for the pastoral and social care of every child in their class. This
is supported by the Year Group Leader, Head of Family and Senior Leadership Team.

e The school has a dedicated Pastoral Lead trained in ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support
Assistant) and Drawing and Talking Therapy, providing targeted emotional support to
children.

e We are proud to be a Thought-full School, promoting mental health awareness and
resilience across the school community.

e We work in partnership with the Mental Health Support Team (MHST) to provide early
intervention and specialist support for pupils experiencing emotional or mental health
difficulties.

e The pastoral team also includes a Welfare Officer and a Medical Lead, ensuring that
children’s physical and emotional wellbeing are prioritised.

e PSHCE curriculum and circle time — we use the jigsaw scheme of work to teach our
Personal Social Health Education curriculum. This has a high focus on emotional literacy
and good mental well-being.

e Working With Others.

e Mental Health First Aiders.

e Development of self-esteem and communication skills through a range of after school
clubs.

e Pupil’s voice — Pupil Parliament.

e Pupils trained in ‘Happy helpers’ to lead social interactions on the playground.

e Individual Health Care Plans for individuals.

e |LP (Individual Learning Plan).

e |BP (Individual Behaviour Plan).

e Risk Assessments.

e Pastoral Support Program.

e One page profiles.

e Meetings to provide signposting to families and support for vulnerable pupils and families.

* Assemblies.
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¢ School Values.

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by Edward Bryant School?

We access support services on a needs basis and so this can vary from term to term.

*  Mr Oakford -SENCO.

*  Mrs Osbourne SENCO award and Teacher in the Lighthouse /Bay enhanced provisions
*  Miss Kemp SENCO award

*  Mr Whitby SENCO award

*  Mrs Lucas — School Welfare Officer.

*  Pastoral team - Mrs Newman, Mrs Gough and Mrs Lucas

*  SEN teaching assistants Mrs Colwell, Mrs Delani, Mrs Martin-Reilly, Mrs Packham, Mrs
Sykes.

*  Educational Psychologists.

*  CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service).

*  Child Mental Health Liaison practitioners.

* Mental Health Support Team.

* Speech and Language Therapists.

*  School Nurse.

*  EMTAS (Ethnic minority and traveller support service).

*  Fair Access team.

* Therapeutic Learning Opportunities — e.g. Abyss Scuba School.

*  Family Support Workers.

*  Paediatricians.

* Social Care.

*  Occupational Therapists.

* Sensory Support Team.

* Play Therapists.

*  Alternative Provision College.

* Learning and Behaviour Advisory Teachers (LBAT).

*  CDC (Child Development Clinic).

What training have the staff supporting children with SEN and disabilities had or are having?

Mr Oakford, Mrs Osborne, Mr Whitby and Miss Kemp hold the National SENCO Award, which is a
recognised University qualification set by the government that all SENCOs must pass within 3 years
of being appointed. Mr Oakford has also attended training led by SALT, CAMHS, Educational
Psychologists, The Virtual School, Family Support Networks and the Local Authority. This training
covers a wide range of challenges and learning needs that may be affecting pupils in school.

Staff have received training related to SEND. These have included sessions on:
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*  Dyslexia training.

* Attachment difficulties.

* Trauma awareness.

* Lego therapy.

* How to promote and build emotional resilience.

*  How to support children with speech and language difficulties.
*  How to support children with physical and co-ordination needs.

We have Teaching Assistants trained to run many interventions, such as Jump Ahead, School Start,
Language Link interventions and Lego Therapy.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?

All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum and we aim for every child to be
included on school trips. We will provide the necessary support to ensure that this is successful.
Risk assessments are carried out and procedures are put in place to ensure all children can
participate. However, if it is deemed that an intensive level of 1:1 support or higher is required, a
parent or carer may be asked to accompany their child during the activity.

How accessible is the school environment?

As a school, we are happy to discuss individual access requirements. We consider access when
allocating classrooms for pupils and staff. We consider the sensory needs of pupils and can make
adjustments to the learning environment for pupils with hearing or visual impairment.

We have disabled and inclusive toilet facilities as well as a lift to the 15t floor.

How does Edward Bryant School communicate with parents and carers whose first language is
not English?

We welcome pupils who have English as an Additional Language (EAL) and we have staff who are
available to support parents and teachers with translation.

How will Edward Bryant School prepare and support my child when joining the school or
transferring to a new school?

Many strategies are in place to enable the child’s transition to be as smooth as possible. These
include:

* Discussions between the previous or receiving schools prior to the child leaving / joining.

* Visits to Nursery schools by staff to ensure smooth transitions.
* Meetings to set up Health Care Plans with the School Nurse.
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* All new Early Years pupils are invited to attend a series of transition sessions where they
spend time with their new class teacher.

* Planned programme of visits for pupils joining and leaving our school, leading up to transfer
day.

* The SENCO is always willing to meet parents and carers prior to children joining the school
or prior to their transfer.

* The SENCO and the class teachers liaise with the SENCO and class teachers from the next
schools to pass on information about the pupils, including detailed information about
SEND.

* We produce transition booklets and increase visits for children if transition is potentially
going to be difficult, in order to support them.

*  Extra visits to the new school for pupils with SEND.

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs?

We ensure that all children with Special Educational Needs have their individual needs met to the best of the
school’s ability with the funds available.

Resources may include deployment of staff depending on individual needs. The school uses the
flexible grouping method. At times, some children might be taught in smaller groups or one to
one, to support their learning in particular areas of the curriculum. If required, specialist resources
are provided such as chairs, weighted cushions etc.

How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will receive? What
if I’'m not happy with the provision in school for my child?

The class teacher, alongside the SENCO and the parents/carers will discuss the child’s needs and
what support would be appropriate.

Different children will require different levels of support in order to bridge the gap to achieve age
expected levels. If further concerns are identified due to the child’s lack of progress or well-being,
then other interventions will be arranged. Interventions and strategies used within school will be
discussed with parents and carers at appropriate times.

School will assess at the end of an intervention if it has had a beneficial impact on the child’s
learning, by assessing whether a child is beginning to make academic progress within their age

expected levels.

If the school continues to have concerns about a child’s progress following interventions within
school, then the SENCO will seek advice and support from outside agencies. These could be SALT
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or the Learning and Behaviour Advisory teachers to ensure that your child is receiving the best
support and care in school to enable them to progress. Parental consent will always be sought
before making any such referral.

If you are not happy with the arrangements in place for your child please speak to your child’s class
teacher first.

. We aim to work in partnership with parents and carers. Any support for your child works best if
you are involved.

How will | be involved in discussions about and planning for my child’s education?

All parents are encouraged to actively contribute to their child’s education. This may be through:

* Discussions with the class teacher.

* Attending parents evenings, workshops, drop- ins.

* Discussions with the SENCO or other outside agency professionals

* Parents are encouraged to discuss their child’s termly ILPs where appropriate, with possible
suggestions that could be incorporated.

* Parent workshops are held regularly at Edward Bryant School on topics that will help you
support your child and keep you informed about what they learn in school and how it is
taught e.g. maths, reading and phonics.

Who can | contact for further information?

With regards to discussing your child’s additional needs after discussions with your class teacher
you can make an appointment with Mr Oakford via the school office.
office@edwardbryant.academy

West Sussex Council have their Local Offer website which tells you about services, support and
resources you can access locally.

Parent Partnership is an organisation that can also be approached to support you. Details can be
found on their website.

We hope that this information has answered any queries that you may have, but do not hesitate
to contact the school, if you have any further questions.
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